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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS ET 

SUBJECT: FURTHER DETAILS ON INCIDENT OF MARCH 2 


PAGE 2 RUFTEFA5204 CONFIDENTIAL 
REF: ASMARA 0197 (DTG 020820Z MAR 76) 

1 . CONGEN HAS RECEIVED REPORTSHTHAT ACTUAL OBJECTIVE OF 
INSURGENTS DURING FIREFIGHT EARLY MORNING MARCH 2 WAS NOT 
POLICE STATION TWO BLOCKS FROM CONGEN, BUT RATHER MELOTTI 
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BREWERY WHICH IS A HALF-MILE FURTHER SOUTH. THESE REPORTS 
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INDICATE THAT INSURGENT GROUP, ESTIMATED AT APPROXIMATELY 
20, WAS "INTERCEPTED" BY EPMG SECURITY TROOPS, THUS 
PRECIPITATING BRIEF BUT INTENSE FIREFIGHT WHICH LASTED 
15 MINUTES (ALTHOUGH LIGHT FIRING CONTINUED FOR ADDITIONAL 25 
MINUTES.). ONE REPORT CLAIMS THAT ONE OF THEIINSURGENTS 
WAS HEARD BY A RESIDENT OF THE AREA TO CRY OUT THAT HE WAS 
WOUNDED BUT THAT HE FELT HE COULD STILL WALKA THI COULD 
ACCOUNT FOR TRACES OF BLOOD FOUND IN AREA OF FIREFIGH 
AS REPORTE REFTEL. 

2. WE HAD REPORTS DAY AFTER THE INCIDENT WHICH CMAIL THAT 
OBJECTIVE MAY HAVE BEEN PLASTIC BAG FACTORY IN AREA BETWEEN 
POLICE STATION AND MELOTTI BREWERY; HOWEVER, IT NOW 


PAGE 3 RUFTEFA5204 CONFIDENTIAL 

APPEARS THAT MEGOTTI PLANT WAS ACTUAL OBJECTIVE. MARCH 2 
INCIDENT, FOLLOWING CLOSELY HEELS OF FEB. 29 ATTACH ON ETHIO 
FABRICS, MAY INDICATE DELIBERATE EFFORTS BY INSURGENTS TO 
CGIPPLE SELECTED INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES IN ASMARA IN EFFORT TO 
EXACERBATE PROBLEMS OF UNEMPLOYMENT AND DISCONTENT AMONG 
ASMARA RESIDENTS. CONGEN UNDERSTANDS THAT DAMAGE DONE TO 
ETHIO FABRICS MAY REQUIRE AS MUCH AS NINE MONTHS TO REPAIR, 
THUS FORCING THEIR 6-700 EMPLOYEES TO JOIN RANKS OF 
UNEMPLOYED. WE MUST ASSUME THAT EPMG AUTHORITIES HERE 
ARE EQUALLY CAPABLE OF DISCERNING PATTERN OF INSURGENT 
ATTACKS AGAINST INDUSTRIAL PLANTS, AND THUS WOU 
D BE 

EXPECTED TO IMPROVE SECURITY AT ALL MAJOR FACTORIES. 

SHERRY 
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